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of the banks, and the rapidity with which the waters of the
Barak are disc-barged into the Megna river.

16th. Between the level plains, and summit ridge of the
great dividing range on the north, are numerous transverse
valleys, formed by the projecting branches of the main range,
through which most of the rivers alluded to rapidly course
over rocky beds, before  they emerge into the more open
country;   and amongst these, the most remarkable is the
Megpoor valley, through which the Jatingah river flows.    It
is at the entrance of this defile, that almost all the paths
leading from Southern to Northern Kachar unite, and it is on
the faces of the hills by which this valley is bounded on the
north-east and south, that some of the finest timber of the
country is found in the greatest profusion ; though from the
rocky nature of the bed of the Jatingah, the difficulties of
floating it thence, down to the Barak, have hitherto proved
almost insurmountable.   The whole range from the base to
its summit is covered with dense forest or brush-wood, and ou
the southern face, there scarcely appears to be a hill village
in any direction, between the Jeeree on the east, and Keerow-
ah nullah on the west.

17th. Crossing the ridge, we look down upon a vast mass of
dark and dense forest, extending north for about seventy
miles, to within a short distance of the southern bank of the
Jnmmoona river, broken only by a few specks of cultivation,
and the scattered huts of a few Kacharees and Kookees, who
earn a livelihood principally by the cultivation of cotton,
which they barter with the inhabitants of Assam and Dhu-
rumpoor.

18th. The boundaries of this tract are the Jummoona river
on the north, and a line drawn from its sources to the Dhun-
seeree: the eastern limit is formed by the latter river; the
southern by the central ridge, so often alluded to; and the
western by the Kopili river, from its sources to its confluence
with the Kullung, near RahaChokee. The superficial area
of tMs whole tract, which was formerly known as Central and
Northern Kachar, is about 3,913 square miles, of which the
eastern portion, ceded to Too& Ram, comprises about